
Rights Respecting School and Promoting British Values 

 
Promoting British Values – Introduction 
Since September 2014, the DfE has required all schools to promote the historical and current 
values that underpin the national identity known as “Being British”. Within this, all schools 
are required to ensure that the curriculum actively promotes these fundamental British 
values. 
What is “Britishness”? 
British values are defined as: 

• Respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic process 
• Respect for the basis on which the law is made and applies in England 
• Support for equality of opportunity for all 
• Support and respect for the liberties of all within the law 
• Respect for and tolerance of different faiths and religious and other beliefs 

What does ‘Actively promote …’ mean? 

• Focus on, and show how, the school’s work is effective in securing these values 
• Challenging pupils, staff or parents who express opinions contrary to British values 

Staff and Governors of Highfields Spencer Academy (including our Nursery) view this edict as 
an endorsement of our school vision and RAINBOW values and we will continue to promote 
successfully these values within and beyond our school community. 
 
We will celebrate: 

1. Democracy 

• Provide pupils with a broad general knowledge of, and promote respect for, public 
institutions and services 

• Teach pupils how they can influence decision-making through the democratic process 
• Include in the curriculum information on the advantages and disadvantages of 

democracy and how it works in Britain 
• Encourage pupils to become involved in decision-making processes and ensure they 

are listened to in school 
• Hold ‘mock elections’ so pupils learn how to argue and defend points of view 
• Help pupils to express their views 
• Teach pupils how public services operate and how they are held to account 
• Model how perceived injustice can be peacefully challenged 
• Run a School Council and link it with the Spencer Academies Trust Pupil Parliament (a 

pupil representative from Highfields will attend all Pupil Parliament meetings and 
events to represent the school) 

2. Rule of law 

• Ensure school rules and expectations are clear and fair 
• Help pupils to distinguish right from wrong 



• Help pupils to respect the law and the basis on which it is made 
• Help pupils to understand that living under the rule of law protects individuals 
• Teach pupils aspects of both civil and criminal law and discuss how this might differ 

from some religious laws 

3. Individual Liberty 

• Support pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence 
• Encourage pupils to take responsibility for their behaviour, as well as knowing their 

rights 
• Model freedom of speech through pupil participation, while ensuring protection of 

vulnerable pupils and promoting critical analysis of evidence 
• Challenge stereotypes 
• Implement a strong anti-bullying culture 

4. Respect and Tolerance 

• Promote respect for individual differences 
• Help pupils to acquire an understanding of, and respect for, their own and other 

cultures and ways of life 
• Challenge prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour 
• Organise visits to places of worship 
• Develop links with faith communities 
• Develop critical personal thinking skills 

Discuss differences between people, such as differences of 
faith, ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality and differences 

of family situations, such as looked-after children or young 
carers                                                           

 
We are a Rights Respecting School 
 
All relationships at Highfields Spencer Academy are built on 
respect– mutual respect between all members of our school 
community. We also aim to raise children’s awareness of the 
world beyond the school. Respect is the first letter is our 
RAINBOW values here at Highfields. 
 
For these reasons we have applied to acquire the status of a UNICEF RIGHTS RESPECTING 
SCHOOL and we are working towards our Bronze status. 
 
What is the Rights Respecting Schools Award? 

The Unicef UK Rights Respecting Schools Award (RRSA) supports schools across the UK to 
embed children’s human rights in their ethos and culture. 

The award recognises achievement in putting the UN Convention on the Right of the Child 
(UNCRC) at the heart of a school’s practice to improve well-being and help all children realise 
their potential. 

 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/introducing-the-crc/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/


The award is based on principles of equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination and 
participation. 

The initiative started in 2006 and schools involved in the Award have reported a positive 
impact on relationships and well-being, leading to better learning and behaviour, improved 
academic standards and less bullying. 

What does the Award involve? 

The Right Respecting Schools Award recognises achievement in putting the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) at the heart of a school’s planning, policies, 
practice and ethos. 

For a school to receive accreditation, it must evidence that it has reached the three RRSA 
Strands.  

• Strand A: Teaching and learning about rights 

• Strand B: Teaching and learning through rights – ethos and relationships 

• Strand C: Teaching and learning for rights – participation, empowerment and action 

Schools involved in the Rights Respecting Schools Award work towards three levels; 

Bronze - Rights Committed: Rights Committed is the first stage of the Rights Respecting 
Schools Award (RRSA). 

Silver - Rights Aware: Rights Aware is the second stage of the Rights Respecting Schools 
Award (after Bronze: Rights Committed).  

Gold - Rights Respecting: Rights Respecting is the highest stage of the Rights Respecting 
Schools Award (after Bronze: Rights Committed and Silver: Rights Aware). It is granted by 
Unicef UK to schools that have fully embedded children’s rights throughout the school in its 
policies, practice and ethos, as outlined in the three RRSA Strands.  

What does it mean to be a Rights Respecting School? 

 

UNICEF’s Rights Respecting School Award (RRSA) recognises achievement in putting the 
Convention at the heart of a school’s ethos. 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child sets out the rights of every person 
under 18 and how those rights should be met. It is an international statement of the civil, 
political, social and cultural rights of children. The UN General Assembly adopted the 
Convention in 1989 and it was approved by the United Kingdom in 1991. 

There are four key areas of impact for children at a Rights Respecting 
school; wellbeing, participation, relationships and self-esteem. 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/the-rrsa-strands/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/the-rrsa-strands/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/getting-started/teach-learn-about-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/getting-started/teach-learn-through-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/getting-started/ambassadors-for-rights/


How does this link to our Early Years curriculum for Nursery and Reception classes as well as KS1 
and KS2? 

There are four guiding principles within the Department for Education (DfE) Statutory 
framework for the early years foundation stage set the standards that all early years providers 
must meet, they are:  

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured  

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships  

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support 
from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to 
build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between 
practitioners and parents and/or carers.  

• Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different 
rates. (See “the characteristics of effective teaching and learning” at paragraph 1.15). 
The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, 
including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

At Highfields Spencer Academy the child is at the heart of everything we do and we whole-
heartedly respect children’s rights. The children are supported in respecting each other, adults 
and their environment. Children’s views are sought and they gradually become able to lead 
their own learning, through pursuing their natural curiosity. A child who understands their 
rights understands how they and others should be treated and their sense of self-worth is 
strengthened. 

The children have a moral framework, based on equality and respect for all that lasts a lifetime, 
as they grow into engaged, responsible members of society. Children and adults develop an 
ethos and language of rights and respect around the school and wider community. They 
become ambassadors for rights and take part in campaigns and activities to help to bring about 
change for all. 

As a Rights Respecting School we want to make a difference that goes beyond the school gates, 
and make a positive impact on the whole community. 

• Please see our attached document which show what you will see in a Rights Respecting 
Classroom here at Highfields 

• Please see our attached document which links UNICEF Articles with our School Rights 
• This work links with our British Values policy which can be accessed here or from our 

policies page. 

 


